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It was the summer of 1630. Atlantic trade winds sailed 
a fleet of eleven ships filled with Puritans to the New World, the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony. Second Governor John Winthrop -
possibly while aboard the Arbella - preached a sermon that would 
forever serve as a Biblical reminder to a providentially-blessed 
people. "The Lord will be our God, and delight-to dwell among 1 1 

us, as his own people, and will command a blessing upon us in all 
our ways. So that we shall see much more of his wisdom, power, 
goodness, and truth than formerly we have been acquainted with. 
We shall find that the God of Israel is among us, when ten of 
us shall be able to resist a thousand of our enemies; when he 
shall make us a praise and glory that men shall say of succeeding 
plantations, 'the Lord make it like that of New England.' For we 
must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill:' (Winthrop, 1630 ). 

For over a century, this same ideology of God's favor given for a 
specific purpose toward those who had sought a land of religious 
freedom continued through the words of the very men who signed 
the Declaration of Independence. John Adams stated, "I always 
consider the settlement of America with reverence and wonder, 
as the opening of a grand scene and design in providence, for the 
illumination of the ignorant and the emancipation of the slavish 
part of mankind all over the earth.'' We, as the Local Church, still 
agree with Mr. Adams. Comprehensive databases conclude that 
in the last two centuries, American missionaries have operated 
in one hundred eighty to two hundred countries! It is that 
"illumination" - the Light of the Glorious Gospel - that has 
shone from our shores to those who have never heard! 

After a quarter millennium has passed of these United 
States, souls around the world still hope that someone from 
the greatest Nation will come to them to share the Gospel. 
"Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 
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cannotvThia. Neither do men light a candle, anaput it~under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven." (Matthew 5: 14-16) 

Here, at the Bible and Literature Missionary Foundation, we 
praise God that we are able to print the Word of God, whose 
entrance "giveth light:' Even in a country where we are praying 
for revival as things get darker and darker, the Lord is still using 
the USA as a beacon of His Truth! As we celebrate two hundred 
fifty years of our freedom, Heaven celebrates the millions of souls 
who have found freedom in the Lord Jesus Christ because of this 
Nation's witness! 

Both President Kennedy and President Reagan repeated 
Winthrop's choice of Scripture in speeches, reminding the 
American people that we have been given more than a gift in 
this Nation ... but a responsibility. We must be governed in a way 

that the whole world sees hope for freedom. As Believers, we 
know our responsibility is even greater than that. America 
must continue providing the Light of Christ to billions in 

search of the Truth. May the coming days find God's people 
giving all they can to produce that which breaks the chains 
of bondage, the printed Word of God. 
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