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EARLY RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
ADVOCACY IN AMERICA

UNDERSTANDING THE ROOTS OF OUR FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS

eligious freedom is one of the foundational
R principles of the United States, with roots

stretching back to the colonial and founding
eras of the 1600s and 1700s. During this time, many
American colonies had official churches and often
restricted those with differing beliefs. A pioneering
advocate for religious liberty was Roger Williams,
founder of Rhode Island, who courageously promoted
the separation of church and state—an idea
revolutionary for its time. This principle eventually
became a vital part of the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution in 1791, guaranteeing the free exercise
of religion and forbidding the government from
establishing a national religion.

As America grew in the 19th century, religious
liberty faced new legal challenges. These included
controversies over Sunday laws, church property
disputes, and the protection of minority faiths. It was
duringthiserathatattorneysandjudgesbegantoshape
the modern interpretation of the First Amendment’s
religious clauses. Among these influential figures was
Joseph Story, who served as an Associate Justice on
the U.S. Supreme Court from 1811to 1845. Justice Story
was a respected legal scholar and the youngest person ever appointed to the Supreme Court. His opinions
helped define the delicate balance between government authority and religious freedom, setting lasting legal
precedents that have guided religious liberty protections in the centuries since.

The early advocacy of Roger Williams and the judicial wisdom of Justice Joseph Story established a strong
foundation for religious liberty in America. Their work reminds us today of the importance of safeguarding the
free exercise of faith while maintaining a government neutral toward religion. As we reflect on these origins,
we recognize that protecting religious freedom remains as vital now as it was during the nation’s earliest days.

STAND WITH US TO PROTECT RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Religious libertyis a cornerstone of our American heritage—one worth defending every day. Join usin supporting
the ongoing fight to uphold these vital rights for all believers. Stay informed, pray for our nation’s leaders and
courts, and consider partnering with organizations dedicated to preserving religious freedom. Together, we
can ensure that the legacy of advocates like Roger Williams and Justice Joseph Story endures for generations
to come.

SUPPORT FOR YOUR CHURCH'’S LEGAL PREPAREDNESS

To assist churches in this important process, the Christian Law Association offers a variety of legal booklets
and resources designed specifically for churches and ministries. These materials cover essential topics such

as child protection policies, employment law, property use, and event safety. By utilizing these resources,
your church can confidently address legal concerns during your fall checkup and protect your ministry from
unforeseen challenges. Visit www.christianlaw.org or contact CLA directly at 888-252-1969 to access these
valuable tools and ensure your church is legally prepared to finish the year strong.




One of the exceptional features of the United States is the
way that our nation developed a strong tradition of religious
liberty. But even in earlier times, religious liberty was
not always practiced. For example, people like Obadiah
Holmes (1610-1682) was whipped in the Massachusetts
Bay Colony for his religious beliefs and activism. Because
they had been part of the European model of the State
Church, some American colonists believed that the majority
could determine the religious practices of the minority.

There is, of course, always a battle between good and
evil. When we examine our nation’s rich history of religious
liberty, we understand that we have been blessed with many
Godly people who have forged our path to religious liberty.
Consider the stories of these religious liberty pioneers.

Barton W. Stone (1772-1844) was a preacher who was
active in legal battles over religious freedom in Kentucky
and Tennessee. Although he was not religious in his youth,
he trusted Christ in his early twenties and became an
evangelist during the Second Great Awakening.

Stone was a champion for “the Bible alone,” and he
believed that individual people had the right to read the
Bible and interpret it for themselves. Stone rejected the
idea that individuals should be allowed to believe only the
official teaching of some churches.

In his “Apology,” Stone boldly argued against the idea
that individuals must conform their beliefs to the official
positions of established churches, writing, “Is it not better
to clear away all the rubbish of human opinions and build
the church immediately on the Rock of Ages, the sure
foundation which God has laid in Zion?”

Stone further wrote, “We will, that the church of Christ
assume her native right of internal government—try her
candidates for the ministry, as to their soundness in the
faith, acquaintance with experimental religion, gravity and
aptnessto teach; and admit no other proof of their authority,
but Christ speaking in them.” With strong ideas like these,
it is clear that Stone would never support government-
authorized churches.

Stone’s writings are considered early examples of
American declarations of religious freedom. It is clear that
the American spirit of rugged independence has important
roots in religious liberty. The idea of democratic self-
government is inconceivable apart from religious freedom.

James Madison (1751-1836) is known as the “Father of
the Constitution,” and he was a strong advocate for religious
liberty. Madison believed in the “intangible property of the
conscience.” When the Virginia Declaration of Rights was
being formed, Madison fought to make a small change
of wording that resulted in a big change of meaning. The
Declaration originally said that citizens should be allowed
to have the “fullest Toleration” of their religion; Madison
successfully changed the wording to say that citizens
should have “free exercise of religion.”

In the 18th-century culture of Virginia, “fullest Toleration”
essentially meant that there would be an official, approved
church that would receive special benefits, and other
religions would be merely allowed to exist. But by using the
language “free exercise of religion,” everything changed.
There would be no official church with others considered
less significant. Instead, all citizens would be allowed to
practice their religion as dictated by their conscience, not
as permitted by the government.

When Virginia was considering the advantages of an official
state church supported by tax dollars, Madison famously
wrote his “Memorial and Remonstrance” to right this
legislation. In his first point, Madison wrote that “Religion
or the duty which we owe to our Creator...can be directed
only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence.” In
his second point, he specifically advocated for keeping the
government out of religious decisions, writing, “if Religion
be exempt from the authority of the Society at large, still
less can it be subject to that of the Legislative Body.” In his
fifteenth and final point, Madison wrote clearly: “The equal
right of every citizen to the free exercise of his Religion
according to the dictates of conscience is held by the same
tenure with all our other rights.”

William Jennings Bryan (1860-1925) was born in Salem,
[llinois; and he became a prominent politician. Bryan would
become a member of the House of Representatives, run
for president three times, and serve as Secretary of State
from 1913-1915. A skilled orator, he was famous for his
“Cross of Gold” speech that eloquently explained his view
of economic policy.

Midst all this political activity, Bryan’s faith was very
important to him; and he believed that the teaching of
Darwinism threatened both religious and humanitarian
values. In 1925, he famously served as the prosecutor in
the Scopes Trial, a landmark case that tested the legality of
anti-evolution laws in public schools. This trial, the first to
ever be broadcast on live radio, created a media frenzy as
high school teacher John Scopes was accused of violating
Tennessee’s Butler Act, which prohibited the teaching of
human evolution in public schools.



The trial was part of the fundamentalist-modernist
controversy, and Bryan believed in the importance of
supporting a literal understanding of the Genesis account
of creation. Because of his open religious fervor, many
attempted to minimize his intellect and claim that he was
out of the mainstream. In spite the obstacles, Bryan poured
his heart and soul into defending religious liberty in the
early twentieth century.

For over fifty years, the attorneys of the Christian Law
Association have labored to defend religious liberty in
these United States. We understand that the fabric of
religious freedom in our nation would not even exist
without the labor, strength, and courage of many religious
freedom pioneers who preceded us. We are thankful for our
Christian heritage, and we honor the memory of all those
who helped make religious freedom in America a reality.

WHY THE NEED
IS STILL GREAT

While our nation has a
conservative administration

in office, the challenges to

religious liberty have not
disappeared—they have only

shifted. Churches, pastors,

and individual Christians are still facing
pressure in courts, schools, workplaces,
and communities that require both Biblical
wisdom and sound legal counsel. CLA
remains committed to standing beside
God’s people, protecting their right to
preach, teach, and live out the Gospel
without compromise.

In fact, times of seeming favor can be
some of the most dangerous. Opposition
to Biblical truth is not bound by political
climates, and the freedoms we enjoy
today must be diligently guarded for
the generations to come. The need for
vigilance and preparation is greater than
ever, and that is why the work of CLA is
so vital. We ask for your continued prayers
and financial support as together we labor
to ensure that churches and believers
remain free to serve Christ faithfully—
no matter what direction the culture or
government may take in the future.

BEFORE YOU BUY!

We are thankful to see growing
churches that need to obtain larger
properties for their churches. Here
are some important tips to keep in
mind before agreeing to purchase a

property.

1. HAVE THE BUILDING INSPECTED.
Church buildings, even relatively new
ones, can have all kinds of problems.
Before you purchase a new property,
be sure you have top-notch inspectors thoroughly check out the
physical condition of the building so that you are not surprised
with huge bills later.

2. CHECK THE ZONING.

Especially when you plan to convert the use of a building—
say from a store to a church—it is important to know that the
location of the building may be used for church services.

3. CHECK FOR LIENS.

Be sure to employ a professional to make sure that there are no
liens on the property you want to purchase. You absolutely do
not want to be in a situation where you unwittingly take on debt
associated with the property you plan to buy—debt you knew
nothing about prior to signing those purchase documents.

4. CONTACT CLA.

Purchasing a new facility for your church is an extremely
important venture. Take advantage of the experience of the
seasoned attorneys of the Christian Law Association who can
help make sure your sale is handled efficiently and that you
avoid surprises that may irreparably harm your ministry.




A MINISTRY OF LEGAL HELPS

Since 1969, CLA has been providing free legal assistance to Bible-believing
churches and Christians who are experiencing difficulty in practicing their religious faith
because of governmental regulation, intrusion, or prohibition in one form or another.
The Christian Law Association serves in the following ways:

Free legal defense of those facing difficulties for the
Biblical faith

Free legal counsel to churches and Christians for their
ministries

Free legal help to homeschooling families
Publication of The Legal Alert, a monthly newsletter

Legal books and other resources to inform Christians
of their rights

Preaching in churches across the country

FALL IS THE PERFECT TIME FOR
A PROCEDURES REVIEW

As the leaves begin to change and the pace of life shifts,
fall offers a natural moment for churches to pause and
reflect on their ministry practices. The busyness of summer
ministries often reveals areas where procedures could be
improved—whether in safety, volunteer management, or
communication. Taking time now to review and update
your church’s procedures helps prevent small issues from
becoming major obstacles later in the year. This seasonal
reset allows your church to move forward with greater
clarity and confidence.

Fall is also the gateway to some of the most significant
events on the church calendar. With Thanksgiving and
Christmas approaching, many churches ramp up their
outreach and special services. Having clear, effective
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Intercessory prayer ministry for requests sent to the
ministry offices

Free legal consulting to local, state, and federal
officials and legislators to provide maximum religious
liberty

Prayer initiative for our national leadership and
government

Legal seminars for ministries to help prevent lawsuits

Weekday radio program broadcast, The Legal Alert,
on 1,600 outlets around the world

procedures in place ensures that these events run
smoothly and safely. It also helps volunteers feel prepared
and supported, reducing burnout during the busiest time
of year. Reviewing procedures now gives your leadership
team a chance to align everyone around shared goals and
expectations for finishing the year strong.

In addition to operational improvements, fall is an ideal
time to address important legal considerations that affect
your church. Make sure your child protection policies are
current and that all volunteers have completed necessary
background checks. Review your insurance coverage to
confirm it adequately protects your property, staff, and
events. Ensure compliance with local regulations related
to gatherings, food service, and accessibility to avoid
unexpected legal complications. Taking these steps now
safeguards your church and allows ministry to flourish
without unnecessary risk.

Ultimately, fall is a season of preparation and harvest.
By conducting a thorough checkup on your church’s
procedures—including legal safeguards—you set up your
ministry for success in the months ahead. Whether it’s
safety protocols, volunteer training, or outreach plans,
small adjustments made now can lead to a stronger finish
and greater impact for your congregation and community.
Embrace this season as a time to refresh, refocus,
and recommit to serving God faithfully through every
opportunity.

LEGAL QUESTIONS, PRAYER
REQUESTS, OR DONATIONS:

CALL 888-252-1969 OR VISIT
WWW.CHRISTIANLAW.ORG




PRAYER CHECKLIST

v ALABAMA: Pray for a church facing legal challenges after
city officials restricted their ability to host outdoor Bible study
sessions in a public park.

v ALASKA: Pray for a Christian teacher disciplined for displaying
a Scripture-based screensaver on her classroom computer.

v ARIZONA: Pray for a pastor seeking legal advice after being
denied permission to hold a community prayer event at a city-
owned venue.

v ARKANSAS: Pray for a Christian family facing zoning
disputes for operating a small home-based worship group in
their neighborhood.

v CALIFORNIA: Pray for a Christian businessman threatened
with a lawsuit for refusing to celebrate values contrary to his
faith.

v COLORADO: Pray for a Christian student group barred from
hosting a faith-based event on a public university campus.

v CONNECTICUT: Pray for a church leader navigating
restrictions on distributing Christian literature at a local farmers’
market.

v DELAWARE: Pray for a Christian social worker reprimanded
for sharing her faith during a private conversation with a
colleague.

v FLORIDA: Pray for a pastor facing fines for organizing a
beachside worship service without a permit.

v GEORGIA: Pray for a Christian student disciplined for leading
a prayer group during lunch breaks at school.

v HAWAII: Please pray for a pastor who is undergoing an
overhaul of his church’s bylaws to protect the ministry from
modern cultural threats.

v IDAHO: Pray for a pastor seeking legal protection after
being cited for hosting a community outreach event deemed
“disruptive.”

v ILLINOIS: Pray for a Christian florist facing legal action for
declining to provide services for an event conflicting with her
beliefs.

v INDIANA: Pray for a church that is challenging city ordinances
limiting their ability to provide free meals to the homeless.

v KANSAS: Pray for a Christian counselor under investigation
for refusing to affirm ideologies that contradict her Biblical
convictions.

v KENTUCKY: Pray for a church facing pushback for displaying
a cross on their property near a public road.

v LOUISIANA: Pray for a Christian parent seeking legal help
after their child was disciplined for sharing Bible verses with
classmates.

v MAINE: Pray for a Christian bookstore owner facing zoning
restrictions for hosting weekly prayer meetings in their store.

v MASSACHUSETTS: Pray for a Christian volunteer barred from
leading a faith-based after-school program at a public facility.

v MICHIGAN: Pray for a church facing legal scrutiny for refusing
to comply with state mandates conflicting with their doctrine.

v MINNESOTA: Pray for a Christian nurse disciplined for
praying with a patient at the patient’s request.

v MISSISSIPPI: Pray for a Christian farmer cited for hosting a
faith-based community event on his private land.

v MISSOURI: Pray for a Christian student organization denied
funding by a public university due to its religious mission.

v MONTANA: Pray for a Christian couple denied adoption
certification due to their Biblical stance on family values.

v NEBRASKA: Pray for a pastor facing opposition for preaching
on public sidewalks near a city event.

v NEVADA: Pray for a Christian street musician cited for singing
gospel songs in a public square.

v NEW HAMPSHIRE: Pray for a church member reprimanded
for sharing Christian literature in a condominium common area.
v NEW JERSEY: Pray for a Christian teacher facing discipline
for referencing Biblical principles in a history lesson.

v NEW MEXICO: Pray for a missionary group restricted from
holding a worship service in a public community center.

v NEW YORK: Pray for a Christian employee told to remove a
Bible verse calendar from their office cubicle.

v NORTH CAROLINA: Pray for a pastor navigating legal
challenges after city officials restricted church signage with
Scripture.

v NORTH DAKOTA: Pray for a Christian youth group denied
access to a public school gym for a faith-based event.

v OHIO: Pray for a Christian business owner sued for refusing
to produce promotional materials that violate his faith.

v OKLAHOMA: Pray for a church facing noise complaints for
hosting outdoor worship services in a rural area.

v OREGON: Please pray for a church that recently called
regarding a property tax issue as the church was purchasing a
new building.

v PENNSYLVANIA: Pray for a Christian student barred from
starting a Bible club at a public high school.

v RHODE ISLAND: Pray for a Christian retiree disciplined for
reading Scripture aloud during a volunteer shift at a public library.
v SOUTH CAROLINA: Pray for a church facing restrictions on
distributing Gospel tracts at a local fair.

v TENNESSEE: Pray for a Christian camp facing state scrutiny
for upholding Biblical hiring standards.

v TEXAS: Pray for a pastor cited for holding a prayer vigil
outside a government building.

v VERMONT: Pray for a Christian family facing legal challenges
for hosting a Bible study in their home.

v VIRGINIA: Pray for a Christian teacher disciplined for wearing
a necklace with a cross pendant during school hours.

v WASHINGTON: Pray for a church denied a permit to hold a
community outreach eventin a city park.

v WEST VIRGINIA: Pray for a Christian student disciplined for
distributing faith-based flyers during non-class time.

v WYOMING: Pray for a ministry facing opposition for placing a
Christian billboard near a public road.

v DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Pray for a Christian government
worker reprimanded for hosting a lunchtime prayer group in a
federal building.

We covet your prayers for these requests

and hundreds of others we receive weekly.




