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Rick & Becky Martin 
Your Missionaries in 

 Iloilo City, Philippines since 1976 

Dear Friends:  

 

1.  Radio ministry update 

 

Gene Sharp and Andy Chafa were here with their families during the month of October. To make a long story 

short three new stations went on the air in General Santos City, Dumaguete City, and San Remeqio, on the other 

side of our island. I will write more in our next newsletter about the radio ministry. Brother Sharp is planning 

another trip here, most likely in the first quarter of 2024. Please pray for Brother Chafa as he continues his 

deputation.  

 

2.  Pastors and Workers Conference 

 

During the first week of October IBC held its 42nd Annual Pastors and Workers Conference. It was more like a 

missions conference. The speakers preached about missions and most of the music was about missions. There 

were a lot of Filipino foreign missionaries here as well. 

 

There were 5 missionary groups represented by one of their leaders. These ministries have had an impact on 

world missions. These include Asian Baptist Clearinghouse represented by Paul Byars. This missionary agency 

serves the 260 Independent Baptist Filipino foreign missionaries serving around the world. They were 

recognized for 30 years of service. 

 

Bearing Precious Seed was represented by Al Braley, the head of operations at BPS in Milford, Ohio. In another 

prayer letter we plan to share more about that ministry. Bearing Precious Seed was recognized for 50 years of 

printing Bibles, New Testaments, and other scripture portions in over 60 languages; distributed in 130 countries. 

 

Baptist International Missions Inc. was represented by our field director, David Harris. Becky and I have been 

with BIMI since we became missionaries in 1976. BIMI has served missionaries in over 100 countries for 63 

years. 

 

Independent Baptist Media was represented by Gene Sharp who started IBM in 1999. This ministry has been 

used by God to start radio stations around the world. 

 

Fundamental Baptist Missions International is a ministry 

of First Baptist Church in Hammond, Indiana, our sending 

church. Pastor John Wilkerson represented this missionary 

agency which has been helping missionaries for 29 years. 

 

Second from the left is John Wilkerson of FBMI, receiving 

a plaque of recognition. Brother Sharp and Brother Chafa 

from Independent Baptist Missions are to the right. 
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Fourth from the right is Brother Braley. 

 

 
 

David Harris receiving a plaque for the work of Baptist International Missions. 

 

The church planters’ workshop on 

Tuesday and Wednesday had 10 

sessions with 5 speakers. Each 

session was about starting churches 

in other countries. Below is a 

session with pastors and older 

Bible College men students. Most 

of the speakers were the 

representatives from these 

missionary groups mentioned plus 

a Filipino pastor, Ramil Olalia, and 

a Filipino missionary to Qatar, 

Johnny Lee Narvaez. Pictured left 

are delegates listening to Pastor 

Olalia. 
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Night service with missions’ theme. The flags represent 

56 countries where there are Filipino foreign 

missionaries. 

 

Below are some of the Filipino foreign missionaries who 

were there. 

 

Other workshops included a Discipleship Workshop led by my friend, Scott Cowling from First Baptist Church, 

Bridgeport, Michigan. 

 

The Radio workshop was the workshop with the most sessions from Monday to Wednesday. Pictured left is a 

session for pastors and station managers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Wilkerson is really good at communicating 

with people through radio. He used our studio to do 

a live broadcast on his church's FM station 

in Hammond, Indiana. I got lost trying to figure out 

how Bro. Sharp and Bro. Wilkerson did that. 

 

 

 

Most songs were about missions. 
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Below is one of the Bible College choirs singing. Music played an important part of the conference. A music 

workshop was held Monday to Wednesday for churches and Bible Colleges. 

 

Another Bible College Choir. Over 900 Bible College 

students representing well over 30 schools attended the 

conference. About 10 of them brought their choirs and 

they were such a blessing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is my friend, Paul Byars preaching. He is an American missionary. Brother Byars is an amazing 

Christian.  He not only oversees the Asian Baptist Clearinghouse but pastors a church in Cavite near 

Manila.  His church recently had over 700 people in attendance. He loves missions and has a passion to send out 

missionaries around the world.  His physical vision is very limited, but his world vision is unlimited. 
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Johnny Lee Narvaez, a graduate of IBC, has a church in Qatar.  The Lord 

is blessing him and his church in a Muslim country. He was on our staff 

at IBC for 28 years. His church mainly reaches overseas workers. He is 

very good in training men to start churches. During the 12 years he has 

been there, 16 of the men in his church have started churches in the 

Philippines, Africa, and the Middle East. Most of them have given up 

their well-paying jobs in Qatar, one of the wealthiest countries in the 

world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the highlights for the ladies attending the conference was 

the ladies fellowship on Thursday afternoon. There was also a 

workshop for ladies emphasizing outreach ministries. On 

Thursday morning there were two split sessions for the ladies and 

men. Mrs. Jenny Harris, wife of David Harris, was one of the 

speakers and the other was Digna Toquero, wife of the late Pastor 

Gilbert Toquero. Brother Toquero was a beloved pastor before his home-going during Covid.  

 

Becky gave a testimony to the ladies. 

 

The Lord has been so good to help the pastors and workers get Bibles for 

many years from 3 sources. I have already mentioned Bearing Precious 

Seed.   

 

Beams Bibles is in Gulfport, Mississippi, and has partnered with us for many 

years providing hardback Bibles for tens of thousands of people in this part 

of the country. Dr. Rene Freret was the president of Beams Bibles and now 

Dr. Aurthur Leonard is the president. The pastors and I could never thank 

them enough for the sacrifices they have made. 
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Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, pastored by Garvan Walls, Oliver Springs, Tennessee, has been sending containers 

of Bibles to the pastors and workers here for years as well. One thing I like about his Bibles is that they have 

lessons in the back of the Bible for new converts. It is very practical and effective.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brother Braley, the head of operations there at Bearing 

Precious Seed was here for a whole week and we kept him 

busy distributing Bibles. Pictured right, he is in a jail giving 

out Bibles. I plan to share more about Bible distribution here 

in another newsletter. 
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3. Update on Becky 
 
Becky has completed the initial two-year Gerson Therapy treatment but is continuing with it partially 
to stay healthy. She has been an inspiration to me as I have seen her passion to reach people with 
the gospel and in helping people who are needy.   
 
Thank you for praying for her and the Lord's work in the Philippines. We are blessed to have so many 
people who help this ministry in several ways. 
 
 
4. Home-going of Dr. Clarence Sexton 
 
I met my friend Clarence Sexton in 1987 and liked him 
immediately. Through the years our paths have crossed from time 
to time, usually at conferences. He was a very gracious person.   
 
The Lord gave him a gift in communicating with people when he 
preached. He was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he moved people 
when he preached.   
 
He was passionate about the Lord's work and about pleasing his 
Savior. In1989 and1990 I visited his church twice. It was then that 
he shared his vision about starting Crown College. In the past 33 
years the Lord used Crown College to send out Christian workers 
all over the world. 
 
For 10 years Brother Sexton's messages have been heard by the 
people of Iloilo City from Monday to Friday by way of the radio 
station here. Many other stations in the Philippines also air his program, "Faith for the Family." It is 
only one way he impacted people around the world. 
 
It is hard to believe he is gone, but he still lives.   
  
 
God bless, 
 
Rick & Becky Martin 
 


